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CASUALTY AND PRESS BRIEFING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Items agreed at meetings and training sessions after last year’s re-enactment 
events: 
 
1. If wearing a modern wrist watch, please keep it covered, or, better still remove it 
altogether for the duration of the display. 
 
2. Please do not use your mobile phone during the display. If you must keep your 
mobile phone on, please switch it to vibrate. 
 
These may seem like small details, but they are the fine points that help to 
provide an authentic display for all involved and are all things that have arisen 
from discussions with organisers following previous events. 
 

SAFETY BRIEFING 
 
John Sutcliffe and Dave Needham will carry out an on-site briefing at 11:00 on both 
days so that NFS crews and supporting personnel (ARP & POLICE, AMBULANCE 
DRIVER, CASUALTIES AND PRESS) are familiar with their roles and have the 
opportunity to ask any questions. Meet at the NFS Mobile Canteen in the car park of 
the Golf Hotel, or in the hotel reception if wet. 
 
 
 
 
 
Non-attendance at the safety briefing will result in no involvement in the display. 
 

COMMAND AND CONTROL STRUCTURE 
 

All personnel taking part in the display will need to agree to follow a command and 
control structure. Whilst there is not a real fire in the hotel, there are real risks 
involved in the display and for this reason there are individuals appointed as ‘officers 
in charge’ (OIC).  
 
All casualties, press and the ambulance driver come under the ARP sector and will 
therefore need to follow the instructions given to them by the ARP and Police re-
enactors. You will have an opportunity to see the ARP and Police re-enactors taking 
part each day at the briefing so you know exactly who they are. 
 
The most important thing to stress is that during the period in the display when 
casualties are active the ARP and Police re-enactors have control of the display. It is 
therefore imperative that you follow the instructions given to you by the ARP or 
Police re-enactors and if you unsure what to do please ask. Once the NFS crews 
arrive they will take over control but by this point most casualties will be in the first 
aid area. 
 
Press will be active throughout the entirety of the display so please follow any 
instructions given by the ARP, Police or NFS re-enactors. 
 
 

All personnel active in the display must attend the safety briefing on each 
of the days that they are taking part as this has been agreed with the 

organisers as part of the health and safety requirements. 

Once the NFS crews arrive no casualties or press should enter the roadway 
unless they have been given express permission by the ARP, Police or NFS 

crews. 



 

DISPLAY INFORMATION 
 

All casualties will need to report to the ARPs between 13:45 and 14:00. (Casualties 
having wounds will be given a time to arrive for make up at the briefing at 11:00).  
 
The display will begin when the ARPs start the air raid siren. At this point all 
casualties need to be in the hotel. Please stay away from the windows as faces 
pushed up against the glass doesn’t give particularly authentic looking photos! When 
a designated warden enters the hotel foyer the first wave of casualties will leave with 
them. 
 
When leaving the hotel remember all eyes are on you so stay in character but above 
all be aware of your surroundings LOOK OUT FOR TRIP HAZARDS. 
 
The first wave of individuals can disperse either into the crowd or take a seat in the 
first aid area which will be cordoned off. Once you have left the hotel do not re-enter 
it. Stay in character for the entirety of the display. 
 
Named individuals involved in first wave evacuation: 

Lorraine Curtis and family (all civilians) 
Philip May and wife (all civialians) 

 
A smoke bomb will be set off around the side from the front doors to simulate an 
incendiary bomb and the wardens will attempt to deal with this with a stirrup pump. 
All other casualties need to stay in the hotel until the smoke has partially dissipated. 
 
A warden will then go into the hotel and bring out a ‘walking wounded’ casualty and 
lead them to the first aid area. 
 
Named individuals involved in second wave evacuation: 

Kass Cooper (civilian with arm injury) 
 
There should only be two casualties left in the hotel now and they are the two 
‘bloody’ casualties who will be rescued by the NFS crews. There will be appliances 
on the road way and lots of hose lines so LOOK OUT FOR TRIP HAZARDS AND 
MOVING VEHICLES. 
 
Named individuals involved in NFS rescue: 

Norman Brown (Walking) 
Wendy Brown (Stretcher) 

 
 
All casualties should remain in the first aid area. After the display has finished 
Winston Churchill will come and inspect the crews of the NFS, ARP and Police. 
Once he has done this he will be asked to come and see the casualties and WVS 
personnel who are with you. 
 

 
 



 
PRESS 

 
Following last year’s display it has been agreed that all press will need to wear their 
press card visibly. An arm band will be provided along with the card at the 11:00 
briefing. Wearing the press card is an agreement that you will follow all instructions 
given by the NFS, ARP or Police re-enactors. If you do not wear the card visibly or 
do not follow instructions you will be asked the leave the display arena.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ultimately we all want to provide an authentic piece of entertainment for the public 
and have a bit of fun ourselves in a safe environment. Please confirm via email to 
louise_needham@hotmail.co.uk that you have read this briefing. We look forward to 
seeing you at the briefings at 11:00. 
 
Please put this number in your phone so that you have a contact number if there are 
any problems: 07952387973 
 
 


